PART ii: 1749-62
the work to him, attempted, in a courtly manner, to sooth,
and insinuate himself with the Sage, conscious, as it should
seem, of the cold indifference with which he had treated its
learned authour; and further attempted to conciliate him,
by writing two papers in The World, in recommendation of
the work; and it must be confessed, that they contain some
studied compliments, so finely turned, that if there had been
no previous offence, it is probable that Johnson would have
been highly delighted. Praise, in general, was pleasing to
him; but by praise from a man of rank and elegant accom-
plishments, he was peculiarly gratified.
This courtly device failed of its effect. Johnson, who
thought that 'all was false and hollow', despised the honeyed
words, and was even indignant that Lord Chesterfield
should, for a moment, imagine that he could be the dupe of
such an artifice. His expression to me concerning Lord Ches-
terfield, upon this occasion, was, 'Sir, after making great pro-
fessions, he had, for many years, taken no notice of me; but
when my Dictionary was coming out, he fell a scribbling in
The World about it. Upon which, I wrote him a letter ex-
pressed in civil terms, but such as might shew him that I did
not mind what he said or wrote, and that I had done with
him.9
Johnson having now explicitly avowed his opinion of Lord
Chesterfield, did not refrain from expressing himself con-
cerning that nobleman with pointed freedom: 'This man
(said he) I thought had been a Lord among wits; but, I find,
he is only a wit among Lords!' And when his Letters to his
natural son were published, he observed, that 'they teach the
morals of a whore, and the manners of a dancing master.'
The character of 'a respectable Hottentot,5 in Lord Ches-
terfield's letters, has been generally understood to be meant
for Johnson, and I have no doubt that it was.
On the 6th of March came out Lord Bolingbroke's works,
published by Mr David Mallet. The wild and pernicious
ravings, under the name of Philosophy, which were thus
ushered into the world, gave great offence to all well-
principled men. Johnson, hearing of their tendency, which
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